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Dear Supporters,

Once again, I thought you might like a brief Summer Update in place of a full Newsletter (and it’s cheaper)
Sylvia was with us in April and as usual worked very hard, speaking to supporters in schools, churches and at other events, including a very well attended coffee morning. This year we managed to persuade her also to take a well deserved holiday, which clearly did her the world of good. She returned to India refreshed for another year of her grindingly hard work.

The School prospers, with happy children and marvellous examination results. The poor quality of hearing aids is being addressed, with kind supporters in the audiology field in the UK working to supply digital hearing aids, programmed to specific children’s needs. Headingley Rotary have offered further funding for this programme. We are also continuing to collect and send out both old and new laptops.  

Angela and Denis Clark continue their heroic efforts to find sponsors for all the children, with only a handful left. It is now also possible to sponsor the children in the disabled centres, so please consider this. Angela can be contacted on 0113 2677660. We now have a lovely photo, taken in June, of the whole school. which includes the children, the staff and, of course, Sylvia. This is being sent to sponsors and is available to all supporters on request. 

Things are going well in the Hospital. Patient numbers remain high and we continue to carry out a number of additional operations, funded by the Tamil Nadu State Government and available to those below the official poverty line. The Essex Group has sourced for us the fundamentals of a micro surgery unit which will minimise trauma and shorten recovery times.

The two centres for 80 severely disabled children continue to give a vital service not only to the children but also to their parents. Visitors continue to be impressed and humbled by how much good is done at such little cost.

The Nursing College is complete and the third intake of 20 more nurses in July takes the total to 60. It says much of the students’ dedication and determination that only one out of the first 40 has left the course.      

In the UK, the Trust is in good health with a further increase in the number of core supporters over the year. The Sylvia Wright Action Group (SWAG) meets in Leeds 3 times a year and is a very valuable source of 

ideas and practical help. It is a very informal and flexible group. The next meeting will be in September and Tony Hartigan would be pleased to hear from you on 01943 851431 if you would like to come along. 

The Essex support group, made up of 20 consultants, doctors, nurses and other support staff, will be visiting the Hospital again in September to run their second medical camp. They will offer free consultations and surgery as well as advice and training to our own doctors and nurses. The Group will also present a new ambulance for which they have been fundraising since their last visit in 2009.

The number of visitors to India continues to increase. 20 medical students from Kings College London, who themselves have formed a support group, will visit in July and August as part of their training, as will student nurses from Sheffield who will visit in December. We have restarted our Gap Year programme and the first three volunteers have been selected, one of whom is himself profoundly deaf.

Visitors are made very welcome and supporters are encouraged to see for themselves, independently, or to join the next Trustee visit in November.  

 Pat Bailes and Andrew Lowe have made further progress in developing school support in the UK. Sylvia’s school now sends over a colourful magazine each term and we are exploring an offer from Mark Lydon to set up a free video link which will allow schools in the UK to interact with the Indian children. Pat and Andrew are always looking for new school contacts and can be reached on 0113 2037228.

Tony Hartigan continues to develop our publicity materials and media contacts. Our web site is up and running but we do now need a new Webmaster to update it each month. Our first DVD “ The Sylvia Wright Story” has been so successful that we have ordered another 1,000 which are going fast.

We have had a record year for talks but Anne-Marie Rose is always on the lookout for more venues ! 

It is difficult to keep up with Sylvia and the work of the Trust has grown considerably, leaving us stretched and in need of additional practical help from anyone with IT, administrative or graphical skills or even just time.

Our regular income has increased somewhat despite the current economic difficulties but we again anticipate a small shortfall in our current account this year and have held the level of our regular grant unchanged at £190,000 a year. It is remarkable that so much is raised by so few and it is remarkable also that during the last year, 30 regular donations have been set up or increased while only 3 have lapsed. 

Sylvia continues her tireless work and sends her grateful thanks for your support. As she often says “Without you, I can do nothing”. Next year will see the 30th anniversary of her work which we are seeking to mark in an appropriate manner.

Can I add my own thanks to both new supporters and those who have helped Sylvia for so many years and in particular can I thank the increasing number of supporters of Indian origin who have also joined us. 

With Kind Regards

Tony Allinson (Chairman)

